• POLITICAL LEADER
• ATTORNEY & CONSULTANT
• SPEAKER & HOST
• NON-PROFIT LEADER

BIOGRAPHY
Amanda K. Edwards is an attorney and native Houstonian with a passion for empowering communities through solutions, engagement
and public service. Amanda currently serves as the President & CEO of The Community Based Solutions Firm, and she is the founder
and Board President of Be The Solution: Community Empowerment Organization. Amanda recently concluded her bid for the United
States Senate in the Texas Democratic Primary. From 2016-2020, Amanda served as the Houston City Council Member in At-Large
Position 4. During her tenure as a City Council Member, Amanda served as Vice Chair of the Budget and Fiscal Affairs Committee. She
also served on the Economic Development Committee and the Transportation, Technology and Infrastructure Committee.
While on City Council, Amanda initiated and led the Mayor’s Technology & Innovation Task Force to cultivate a stronger innovation
economy in Houston, and now sits on the Houston Exponential Board of Directors. She also led the High Capacity Transit Task Force for
the Houston Galveston Area Council Transportation Policy Council. Additionally, she launched and led Houston’s Women and MinorityOwned Business Task Force. In the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey, Amanda mobilized hundreds of volunteers to render aid to residents
in Harvey recovery efforts.
Amanda earned a B.A. in Political Science from Emory University. While in Atlanta, Amanda worked in community development
corporations as a Community Building & Social Change Fellow as well as in the Georgia Legislature. After graduating from Emory,
Amanda worked for Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee in Washington, D.C. Amanda then earned her juris doctor from Harvard Law
School. While at Harvard, Amanda served as a Criminal Justice Institute student attorney.
Compelled by the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, Amanda relocated to New Orleans. While in New Orleans, Amanda served as a
judicial law clerk for Federal District Court Judge Ivan Lemelle and founded Project NOW: The New Orleans Writing Project, which
inspired New Orleans youth to empower themselves and their community through the power of writing.
Amanda then returned to Houston and practiced law for years as a municipal finance lawyer. She solved complex issues relating to taxexempt bond financings, public-private partnerships, and non-profit organizations. Amanda has practiced law at both Vinson & Elkins
LLP and Bracewell LLP. Amanda has served on various boards, such as the National League of Cities and Texas Lyceum, among others,
and she currently serves on the Advisory Council of Accelerator for America. She is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., as
well as the Houston Chapter of The Links, Inc.
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THE EDWARDS EMPOWERMENT TALKS PODCAST

Interview with Ithaca, NY Mayor Svante Myrick

Interview with NFL coach Dr. Jen Welter

The Edwards Empowerment Talks podcast provides a platform to empower individuals and the community by
showcasing stories of resilient people who have defied the odds and refused to let life's challenges prevent them from
achieving their dreams. The Edwards Empowerment Talks also highlights work happening in the community that will
help to shift this nation’s trajectory. Defying the odds, overcoming obstacles, digging deep and being the change we
deserve to see are the focal points for The Edwards Empowerment Talks that will inspire listeners to do the same.
The Edwards Empowerment Talks podcast is available on the platforms below.

Click logos to listen

WHAT PEOPLE SAY ABOUT AMANDA
"Amanda is a thoughtful, innovative and
strong advocate for driving investment into
cities and local communities. She is
passionate about increasing more equitable
access to infrastructure and economic
development. Amanda is an effective leader
and dynamic public speaker that I highly
recommend. I am proud to serve alongside
her on the Advisory Council of Accelerator
for America and to be her colleague and
friend."

“I have had the pleasure of watching Amanda lead efforts to help build the innovation
economy in Houston. She is a visionary, an advocate and someone with the ability to execute
and inspire others to do the same. She pushes for thoughtful and inclusive advancement on
issues relating to the future of work. Her preparation, passion and relevant experience were
undeniable when she has given speeches at and alongside Microsoft, but most noteworthy is
her uncanny ability to connect her message with those with whom she engages.”
- Raamel Mitchell, Director of Citizenship and Public Affairs at Microsoft

- Eric Garcetti, Mayor of Los Angeles
“Amanda is a rare public servant who practices what
"Amanda's ability to engage, connect with and inspire our audience of women entrepreneurs
she preaches and inspires others to do the same. She is
and investors attending the Circular Summit was exactly what we needed. Amanda's leadership
a thoughtful, dynamic and experienced public servant,
(through her remarks and actions) on building an inclusive tech and innovation ecosystem as
and her ability to inspire a broad spectrum of audiences
well as an inclusive ecosystem for women and minority small businesses owners has been
is exceptional. From discussing running for office with
invaluable."
students at the Harvard Kennedy School Center for
Public Leadership to enlightening a national audience
- Carolyn Rodz
of state and local elected officials on issues relating to
Co-Founder & CEO, Hello Alice
the future of work, Amanda is at home in a broad array "Amanda’s passion for creating an economy that is inclusive of the diversity of the nation is infectious. Not only
of rooms and has a breadth of experiences that she
has she worked tirelessly to aid minority business owners to gain more equitable access to capital, but she has
uses to galvanize others to lead and serve.”
been a vocal advocate for corporate America to make room at the table for a more inclusive agenda to be set.
Amanda was a true standout as she brought her passion and energy front and center in front of thousands of
- MA State Senator Eric Lesser
attendees at the National Black MBA Association Conference & Expo."
- Jesse Tyson, Former President & CEO of the National Black MBA Association
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CONTACT

AmandaKEdwards.com
info@amandakedwards.com
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